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This Day is publiihed, 

I 

A V 

SECOND LETTflR 

TO 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE 

PRINCE REGENT. 

By the Rev. L, T. BERGUER. 



Just published, in 1 VoL Bto. Price Is. boards, 
A HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTION OF 

CARACAS; 

Corapri^og- an impartial Narrative of the Atrocities com- 
. mitted by the contending Parties, illustrating the real State of 
the Contest, both in a commercial and political pdSnt of view* 
Together with a description of the Llaneros, or people of the 
plains of South America. By MAJOR FLINTER. 
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PREFACE 



TO THE 



THIRD EDITION. 



o 



THE very flattering f^eption and rapid 
sale of two impressions qf this Pamphlet, and 
the still increasing demand, will not allow me 
to go silently to press with this third edition. 
That my principles, in this awful moment, are 
popular, is a source of more gratification than 
surprise: and while I here pledge myself 
never to desert them, lean only regret that 
my powers qf advocacy are so little commensu- 
rate with my sincerity. Two events, most 
ominous to our threatened liberties, have oc- 
curred since my first publication of this Letter: 
the disgrace of homy FiTZWiiiLiAM, and the 
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make a parade of modesty, and apoIcH 
gise for pay presumption, ia addressing a 
whole nation through such a distinguish- 
ed medium as its ruling Prince : if I can 
command the attention which I solicit^ 
I am of consequence, whoever I may be ; 
and I become one out of, and above the 
Million, who are listening and looking 
on. — I wish. Sir, that this lively sense 
of personal dignity animated thousands 
who are more capable, but not more 'wil- 
ling than myself, to serve my country : I 
wish that they would assert collectively, 
as they mM^^yjj^r individually, the supet- 
biam qiuesitam mentis. It would lay the 
tempest in an. hour. 

Without being either an alarmist^ or a 
vidonanf^ I am uneasy at the present as- 
pect of things. ,.. That uneasiness has, 
perhaps, already impelled me beyond the 
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bounds of Stiquette^ in addressing the 
Marquis of Hertford as I have done; 
but when I see the axe lying at the root, of 
the THRONE and the constitution — 
knowing and feelings a^ I do, the dan^ 
ger of delay — I repeat, Sir, that cere- 
mony becomes* rfwfoyaZ: and that it is 
the duty of every well-affected man in 
the fempire, if he has the most distant 
•hope of being instrumental in averting its 
-miseries, to burst into the presence-cham- 
ber without the formality of an usher- 

If yom* Royal Highness has not' been 
roused ' into a sense of your own, and 
your kingdom's crisis, it must be for wairt 
of oj^)ortunity to come at the truth of 
things. The actual state of affairs is too 
often hid from the Prince's eye, while it 
is manifest as the sun to a whole sm^ 
rounding world. 
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The Prjess, which, accbfding to the 
tise mader of it« is either the. bulwark or 
the ruin of a state, is fallen into u deplorabh 
licentiousness. It is no touger the palladi- 
lun of the constitution^ and the safi^uard 
of tha throne: perverted, prostitt(te(l| and 
paidy it is become the engine of revolutiam- 
ary princtphsy and the herald of overt sebeIi* 
LION. . At no periods—with safety may it be 
ass^rted,-^since the invention of the art of 
printing, has that blessing. b^^n'QonVertea 
intojsucha curse: at.no period has the 
dissemination of works the most diabolic 
ealj of doctrine^, the most felonious^ ^ ar- 
nv«d at auch^ forandaUe pit):h ! . F!roiii 
the most potished antitministefial writers, 
^dowii to the coarsest hireUtig trho scrib- 
bles in a garret, 'the venom issues in eve- 
ry possible combination, adapted to all 
tastes, and level with all capacities.* 

* This is no censure upon the present «nti*ministe' 
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Gifted, as it were, witii ubiquity, -tfee 
Protean spirit of disaffection arrays itself 
i!i' sill shapes, multiplies itself in allfdac^ : 
nothing is neglected which can inflame, ' 
and irritate; and deceive th^ people. And 
is not tki4 state of things alarming 2 And 
does it not call for the co-operating conn-^ 
fer-action of all good men ? I ^ have alrea** 
dy said, in my letter to Lord Hertford^ 
that, without almost a miracle in .politics, 
except under circumstances which I tvUl 
not repeat her^, things cannot r^ftin 
their eq[uilibrium. I maintain it still: 
dnd, without entering into the question 
of insurrectioiistl vindication, or eVen ftt 
all admitting thsit such dsings can beMn» 
dicated, I would tefi^r your Royal^ High-^ 

rialists. It only shows, that the most conscientious op- 
position to a bad governmeDt will, in bad times, be 
distorted to the worst of purposes. 
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ness to the page of history, where yoti 
may see from what inconsiderable and, at 
first, apparently contemptible causes the 
overthrow of dynasties and the revolu-^ 
Hon of EMPIRES has often supervened. 
" Let him that standeth, take heed, 
LEST HE FALL !" — I say this, only in warn-- 
ing: God is my witness, that I would not 
apply it wickedly nor insultingly to. mj 
Prince. 

Some people, little acquainted with my* 
heart or my principles, have imagined me 
a radical Reformef% catching more at the 
letter thsxi the spirit of my few casual ob- 
servations upon the times: but, I trust^^ 
these pages vnll undeceive them. No,. 
Sir : while God continues to me the bless- 
ings of an unimpaired intellect, and a clear 
apprehension, I will oppose anarchy, and 
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^vq^port the throne.^ Anarchy and radical 
reform are one: divest its horrid pririci- 

* " Every body must now be convinced, that a total 
change, or, rather, subversion, of the present frame 
and constitution of Parliament, by universal suffrage 
and annual elections, can never be imposed upon this 
country, but through a sanguinary revolution, proceed- 
ing from the lowest and most ignorant ; and that ought 
to be a motive with, and encouragement to, the more 
intelligent part of the public to consider in what 
manner, and to what extent, unquestionable imperfec- 
tions and abuses might be removed, which degrade the 
character of Parliament, and becomi^ the most power- 
ful weapons in the hands of wicked men to expose 
the Legislature and Government of the country to dan- 
gerous disaffection and contempL'' Lord Erskine's 

DlSFENCB OF THE WhIGS. 

I will go farther than the nob^e and learned Lord, 
and follow up his observation with the confident hope, 
and trust, that when that change in administration 
occurs, WHICH ALONE CAN SAVE US, uo time will 
be lost in effecting those salutary alterations!— ^without 
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pies of the camelion dieateriea with 
which they obtain, among. the multitude^ 
and it will not find one conscientious advo- 
, cute. But, Sir, . the greata: is the pity, it 
has fnany conscientious advocates !< Hie 
mass of mankind, either incapable or 
careless of thinking for themselves, adopt 
any opinions which are pressed upon them : 
surrendering at discretion to the first 
assault. upon their weak .or lazy minds, 
the MANY are — as they have ev» heeHHrT? 
the necessary or willing dupes ' of the 
FEW. Hurried, by the most unremitting 
activity of the revolutionists, into the sup- 
port of a system which they do not under- . 
stand, or do not examine ; without any pre- 
meditation orcriminal design wh*teveri4hey 
become participators in the direst conspira- 

^hich^ the enemies of all Goverament will raise the' 
old cry, that men, but not measures, have been 
changed. 
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cy, and acquke--— aftno^t tc^iVAcm^ A;notc^m^ 
it^ them^elves^ — a senseless and a dangerous 
enthusiasm in a bad cause. These unfor- 
tunat^ converts to the most damnable 
dogmas that ever heralded- in a citil coin,- 
vulsion, constitute the gji^atest numeribat 
and physical strength of the country: but 
the absolute and collective revolutionary 
spirit of the kingdom, in spite of its msmy 
tumultuous risings, is yet confined td a 
comparaitively Ismail number of indivi- 
duals. But this fact does not render the 
-face of things less threatening. We know 
how indefatigably these individuals Bxe 
labouring in the vineyard of rebellion, and 
how frightfully successful they have been. 
If the mass of the people iatre seduced from 
their alFegiance, and the* last great cala- 
mity come upon us, what consolation is it, 
when the life-stream is ^bing, to know 
that xthe arm which brought us down in- 
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fiUted the stab in error? Let us, then, neg- 
lect no opportunity to infomi ourselves of 
the real state of the country^ and to counter- 
act its evil symptoms. The reduction of 
our great waf establishments, and the stag- 
nation of trade and employments has 
brought distresses upon the lower orders^ 
which the enemies of the constitution have 
insidiously represented as emanating from 
a tyrannical government: thus imposing 
upon the people with a. false picture of 
grievances, and sporting vdth their feel- 
ings, in order to exasperate and goad 
them to revenge.* 

* Let not ministers imagine that they are here de- 
fended by imjfUcation. I have nothing to do with the 
question of their tyranny ^ which I leave other people 
to raise or to contravene : — but I am qaite sufficiently 
aware of their unpopularity to be satisfied that they 
cannot keep their places. Besides/ even the tyranny 
of tyrants may be exaggerated. 
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I com#, now, to speak more particularly 
of the publications to which I have jugt 
aHuded, and I do. it with infinite sorrow. 
Language is wanting to express all that I 
feel and apprehend on thk subject; and I 
much doubt if ' your Royal Highness in 
prepared to go into siich a distressing de- 
tail. Of one thing, however, I am certain, 
that you will not receive my communication 
with more pain than I impart it. Are you 
aware, Sir« that the populous towns of 
thiscountry, and the metropolis in parti' 
cular^ are deluged with weekly treason^ at the 
cheap rate of a penny a»d two-pence a Numrr 
£er*r-and that doctrines the most blasphe- 
mous and the most rebellious are in full 
circulation, even among its paupers and its 
mendicants? Are you aware, that certain 
writers are weekly stirring up the people to 
actd of overt revolt, and openly endeavour* 
ing to excite them, by arguments the most 
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insidious, and exhortations the most inflam- 
matory and direct^ to take up arms against 
the authorities of the land? Are you aware, 
to the full extent, of the ridicule with 
which they pursue your person, and the 
audacity with which they decry your office? 
Alas, I doubt it much: I know the inac- 
cessibiUty of Princes to truths like these ; 
and I fear that your Royal Highpess has 
yet found no fidend, sufficiently hazardous! 
to draw the veil, and discover <Ae stagger- 
it^ reality. When I reflect, Sir, on the 
incredible political enormity of the pre- 
sent press, I cannot help regretting that 
we were ever blessed with its liberty ^ since 
we are so cursed with its abuse. But I 
speak only politically. 

It is one of the fatalities attending upon 
exalted station, seldom to perceive its dan- 
ger. Shut out from the consideration of 
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€ommoner num^ Princes' too often misun- 
derstand the multitude; and do not 
easily comprehend how it will move toge- 
ther, like a vast mkchine, by the workings 
and the world of passions. The hopes, 
the fears, the jealousies, the envy, the 
hatred, the ambition, the uniting and con- 
flicting interests of minions, urged on by 
some extraoi'dinary impulse, applying si- 
multaneously to all, A^ill sometimes rush 
together in fortuitous, but^ dreadful concur- 
rence. Blind, furious, and ungovernable, 
the people strike all at once^ like a giant 
with an hundred arms ; and no power, till 
the brutality exhaust itself, can stand be- 
fore that terrible automaton. These are 
the political revolutions which, from time 
to time, make playthings of thrones, and 
convulse the world. Not ohe thousandth 
part of the mechanical operators of a revo- 
^' B 2 
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lutioii, have any fixed object or idea: they 
do not even understand thenr Own princi- 
ples of action, any more than they antici- 
pate what can be the result of thdr moa- 
stroi:^ combinations. 

But, still, they all aci at Cnce : it is the 
Imig pully and the strong putty and the 
-putt all together *y and when this pull 
comes, it is irresistible. In order to effect 
Ibis disastrous consummation, every wicked 
genius is at work; and if the circulation of 
the poison be not stayed, and no antidote 
applied, it will soon be a miracle to fincl an 
vmnfected person. The great body of 
journeymen in all trades, and even lAe 
labouring classes themselves are artfully 
flattered into insubordination by the revo- 
lutionary writers. — They are told that the 
meanest among them now understands the 
* principles of government even better than 
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some of His Majesty's Ministers.* l^xii 
^hy tUs af^ieal to the self-love of the jm- 
educated and stardy, bat that til^e dema- 
gogues calculate upon the^ in a t^al of 
strength, and know and appreciate well 

" The might that slumbers in a peasant's arm V 

I would have your Royal Highness ap- 
preciate it too : and whet other weapons^ 
than cMtempt ^^anst B, faixstion which is 

♦ " Almost every labourer in the country knows the 
essentials of a Government as well, or perhaps better 
than some of your Ministers."— Carltle's Letter 
TO YOUR RovA'Ia Highness. • > 

False, insolent/ and disgustiqg as this writer is» ,he 
and his brother rebellionists have already produced a 
fearful impression upon the lower orders. Besides 
their incapability to disfttnguish truth from sophistry, 
it is v>ery natural tbat they should yield an immediate 
«nd unexamiuing assent to propositions, which are. so 
calculated to give them good opinions of themselves'. 
They are assailed in every imaginable manner; and it 
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now become truly formidable to the throne. 
For the love ofGody Sir, do not mtsunder- 
stand me here : I do not mean the SWORD : 
akiSy that it has been ever used ! 

But the Revolutionists have been despised 
too long : and if they are not now fought 
with their own weapons^ and met, wherever 
they show themselves, with at least as 
much counteracting energy and activity, 
then is the Throne lost, and the Qonsti- 
TUTiON will go with the Throne ! 

Since that most unfortunate of all events, 
which has ever thrown any kingdom into a 
flame, numerous insulting letters have been 
inscribed to your Royal Highness by indi- 
viduals of the lowest description. The tone 

is morallj/ impombh for an uneducated community to 
withstand such repeated attacks. 
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of familiarity which these ragged Reformers 
affect, when they are writing to the most 
exalted personage in the land, may be 
smiled at no longer : it wears too Robes- 
pierrian an appearance. Already the horrid 
echoes of " Death or Liberty" have 
crossed the Channel ; and, feature after 
feature, we are accomplishing the parallel 
of that sanguinary epoch. 

Carlile— rwho was raised into notoriety 
by an imprudent indictment, and who began 
by writing for his bread — is writing now for 
all that a deviTs ambition ever dared to 
dream of. Leader of the open Rebdlion- 
istSj he exhorts them weekly to take up 
ARMS, and prepare for battle: he has 
thrown off the mask, and stands forward 
the TvRTiEUs of civil war. A hundred 
thousand people are made worse subjects 
every Friday by his writings: on the day of 
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publication Fleet^treet is like a fair ; anci 
the neighbourhood of his shop is quite inir 
passable. The savage insolence of his letter 
to your Royal Highness, and the triumph- 
ant audacity with which he dares and 
defies you, are but too characteristic of 
the times. And will YOU, Sir, and yjour 
Ministers, persist in laughing at micb 
demons, and affect to see no danger, whm 
you are surrotmded hy the greatest ? Will 
you be told, by a petty bookseUer, thoA 
you have violated your fathers oath, and 
forfeited your title to his crown? — be told 
so with IMPUNITY — and yet- not be alive 
to your danger ? Will you be threatened 
with the BLOCK, which you have been^ 
both by Carlile and other writers, in the 
plainest terms, and yet fancy yourself too 
high to be brought down^ wh«i others 
have been tumbled from the same emi- 
nence, i© revolutions less alarmingly be- 
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gun ? if during the period yrheR kiogty 
prerogative was at its height in this country, 
and the people themselvesfar less essentially 
free than they now are— if, J. say^ during tha^t 
period, the refusal of one private gentle- 
man to pay twenty shillings to the crown 
could light the fire of a destructive re- 
bellion — with what a sadly greater plau- 
sibility might the like, or even wof$e ex- 
cesses, originate in a recent occtR- 
REi^CE ? But I dare not write upon this 
subject: it has already been made the 
blazing torch to enkindle mischief through 
the land, and I will not add fuel to the 
jSame. 

It is the danger of the Throne and 
the Constittaion, ^or which I am tremblin^f 
more smd more, that impels me to address 
your Royal Highness ; and if I shall make 
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YOU, Sir, sensible of that, which hither- 
to you have appeared to disregard, my 
duty is performed: whatever may result 
hereafter, I shall sleep with a clear con- 
science. But can it be possible that you 
are still unconvinced, and indifferently 
meditate a continuance in the old track ? 
Are you so blinded by prejudice, and so 
confident in miscalculated resources, that 
you deem yourself inviolable, and these in- 
vincible? Has your Royal Highness then 
overlooked the appalling linky by which a 
wounded self-love has connected some of 
our MIGHTIEST NOBLES with the most 
contemptible of the radical reform- 
ers ? I do not mean to assert. Sir, that 
these nobles are, themselves, revolutionists: 
but the example of their identification 
(no matter for what purpose) with a set 
of men, who are only bent upon blood 
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and plunder J i& pernicious beyond imagi- 
nation, and runs like an influenza through 
the people.* 

I will not particularize names : but 
there is an unbroken chain of disaffec- 
tion^ running upwards from the lowest to 

* Since writing the above passage, I have thougbt, in 
fairness, that I should say something explanatory ; it 
being far from me to impute unworthy motives to any 
of the Noble Personages at whom I glance. 

It is the overt patronage of such characters, under 
such circumstances, not the actual relief, that I blame. 
Ministerial Tyranny must be everywhere resisted : 
no matter who, nor what the suffering party : our bu- 
iiness is to resist oppression. 

The rights and liberties of a whole people may be, 
and often are, involved in the interests of unworthy 
persons. But while we extend a helping hand to such 
individuals, we should keep back th^ dangerous Sanc- 
tion OF A Great Name: lest our intervention be 
construed into an 0pproval,Bnd our act of specific jus^ 
, tice into an acquiescence in principles that we abhor. 
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the highest m this empire^ which cannot 
escape even the dullest observer. And 
with this graduated scale of treason before 
our eyes,r— is the present a time to tamper 
and procrastinate? Good Gpd, Sir, I 
shudder when I look forward to events ; 
knowing the heBxt of mankind, as I do. 
For, if we analyse the most bloody and 
disastrous revolutions, and apportion 
back to each individual his separate share 
in the whole collective enormity y we shall 
only find human nature taking its natural 
co\irse, and the catastrophe assuming a 
complexion rather of coincidence than 
crime/ It is not the enthusiasm of one 
demagogue, nor the frenzy of another 
which would singly suffice to shake the 
foundation of a state like ours ; but the 
bad co-operation of every malignant pas- 
sion and intriguing spirit, when by some 
fatality they recdve an impetus which puts 
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them all into simultaneous motion. Even 
when this ' is given, if we uad^t^md itd 
principles, we can: direst the miscluef by 
a timely c&witer-^ppUcationf before the 
wheels hate got into their full play, and 
the dreadful machinery is {iropell^d by its 
ownw^ht. 

Precisely such, Sib, at thisjnoment, is 
the situation of the Political Engine. It 
has not yet attained its blind force,; but 
one touch upon the wrong side, would 
bring it down in thunder upon us ! The 
PR'ESS has had an influence upon the lower 
orders, of which those, who are too far . 
removed to observe it, can form but a faint 
idea. The people are entirely changed: 
loyalty and peligion are not only ex- 
ploded, but laughed at; and the most 
undisguised hatred of the government, 
and expectation of its downfall, are nightly 
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expressed in almost every ale-house in 
the metropolis. Even the very beggars in 
the streets are growing insolent at the 
prospect, and remind recusants that the 
time is at hand when they will cease to 
beg, and take forcible possession of their 
own. Dustmen and porters read and 
discuss politics ; and labourers, journey- 
men, and masters speak one language of 
dis€^ection and defiance. I am not chain- 
ing the picture, — I am rather within 
bounds. 

And now, Sir, cast your eyes over the 
districts, and observe the people rising in 
all' directions. S/ee the unions that they 
are forming, the clubs that they are orga- 
nizing, the correspondence that they are 
establishing^ the resolutions that they are 
passing. See the women lay aside their 
softness, and unsex themselves, to sail in 
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the storm of rebellion: hear their speeches 
on the hustin^, and their dreadful vows 
to educate the rising generation in im- 
placable hostility to existing forms ! Look 
at the caps of liberty and the Jlags of 
death; and when you have coupled all 
these features together, and contrasted 
them with what preceded the explosion 
in another country, will your Royal High- 
ness still maintain that we ^re groundless^ 
hf alarmed? 

The extra-metropolitan press has be- 
come inoculated with the same contagion; 
and the dissemination of revolutionary 
doctrines, blasphemy, treason, and anar- 
chy, receives a geometrically increasing 
impetuSy from the accession of new apos- 
tles constantly flowing in. Thus, the 
gathering snow-ball of rebellion rolls on, 
making its vast collections. If it be not 
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impeded and di^pers^ by the riaing of 
the great middle class of the community, 
who, from some unaccountable infatua- 
tion, have hitherto been the passive spec- 
tators of its progress, the links of society 
are dissolved : — the ruinous globe, with all 
its cumbrous' Accumulations, will come 
down with a desolating weight upon the 
throne and the constitution, and we shall 
ALL be buried in the tremendous oimk- 
lanche ! 

But my object, Sib, is to awaken your 
Royal Highness to a sense of yotir own 
and the country's danger: not to shake 
you, nor it, with an unprofitable dismay. 
If ever there was a time which impe- 
riously called for all good men to sho^w 
themselves, and to rally round the staur 
dard of heal freedom, in opposition to 

its FALSELY PRETENDED BANNER, it is 
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now. Now, when the Radicals are gain- 
ing an accession in strength aixd num- 
bers, in a proportion almost too rapid 
to calculate:*; — now, when every thing that 
is dear in our social, and fair and beauti- 
ful in our moral and political economy, 
is sapped eten to its very foundations J 

Do not fancy that I am amusing your 
Royal Highness with the coinages of ima- 
gination : I am no croaking terrorist ; and, 
unhappily for u^, my statements are not 
exaggerated. But that all these horrors 

* The increase of the disaffected is almost beyood 
belief. Id the Northern Counties alone, to say nothing 
of the Metropolis, and other parts, I am credibly in- 
formed that upwards of four hundred thousand able- 
bodied men are ready to assert the Cause of Radicality, 
with arms in their kfinds ! 

Let this be remembered^ when I come to speak of 
the Radical Press. 
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which I am ai^cipating, and \ivhich I 
would caunt^acty if my voice might somid 
like an angels trampet through the 
land, and rouse the middle classes — are 
the natural consequences of a depraved 
PRESS, cannot be too much insisted on. 
It is susceptible of a proof, even to demon- 
stration, that the people have been cor- 
rupted by the press; already they are 
more than half revolutionized; and if they 
are seduced into the last great felony, it 
will be less their fault than their misfor- 
tune. 

Hoc fonte derivata Clades 
In patriaoi populumque fluxit ! 

I wish to inculcate, as much as possible, 
the necessity of examining the question in 
this way ; because, it is only by an analysis 
of this kind that we can mount up into 
the first elements of our troubles, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



: 35 

concert what may best dissolve them.* 
A great many people not accustomed to 
considerations ©f this nature, fondly ima- 
gine that the quantity of political perver- 



* The most inveterate and corroding disease to 
which free governments are subject, is a perverted 
press. But as in the natural, so in the political body, 
we must direct our operations against the cause of the 
mischief, if we hope to accomplish a cure. It is only 
by rectifying the mistakes, and removing the abuses 
which afford a pretext and a plausibility/ to sedition, 
that we can strike any effectual blow at the plague 
itself. 

Neither threats, nor bribery, nor any, nor all the 
y combined expedients and resorts of tyranny, can ever 
put down a press, which, however dissolute, is essen- 
tially free; and, I cannot help observing, that one 
grand and prime mistake has been, the frequency, as 
well as the rancour of ministerial prosecutions, which 
have made the press the hydra that it is. 

Government has been making mountains of mole- 
hills, until at last the mole-hills have become really 
mountains ! 

c 2 
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sity in this country is not adequate to the 
production of disastrous consequences : 
but if they had followed, as I have, 
our state-epidemic from stage to stage, 
through every variation of the disorder, 
up to its present alarming access^ they 
would better understand the c ri s i s at which 
we are, and prepare for its inevitable re- 
sults. — Does not the very fact, Sir, of 
this appeal from a private individual to 
your Royal Highness, argue that the times 
are altered, and that men's minds are 
fevered? When have you been so ap- 
pealed to before ? The King was addressed 
by Junius, in a memorable manner, but if 
Junius were living now, he would write 
much more remarkably to you ! 

When I look at all the revolutionary 

^phenomena — the Radicals arming, and 

exhorting to arm — and the allegiance of 
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half the natioh hanging, as it were, by a 
single thread 9 — and, turning from this 
contemplation, behold your Royal High- 
ness indifferent, almost to madness, about 
your own and the kingdom's security, I can 
with difficulty forgive my Prince his suicidal 
apathy! — Attached, affectionately attached 
to the Throne, whatever convulsion may 
overtake us, I will be the last to forsake your 
side ; but in the sincerity of this very feeling, 
Sir, my right to a free remonstrance is 
undeniably founded.^ Remember, this is 
not the language of a courtier; but of 
a man less fearing to'^offend, than anxi- 
ous to point out your danger. 

I have spoken just now of inevitable 
results : I mean. Sib, by that expression, the 
REBELLION whtch is goifig to cscplodc. The 
metropolitan press and rebellion, — under 
the present system, at least — are natural 
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eause and effect; and if your Royal High- 
ness or your Ministers, have any remain- 
ing doubts upon this subject, they vvill soon 
be deplorahly removed. Things have ^ 
reached their climax : but a revolution 
vrill either be prevented, or induced, ac- 
cording as the MIDDLE RANKS bestir 
theipselves during the rebellion. If your 
dependence is placed upon your army 
alone, for the suppression of a general in- 
surrection, your expectations will be dis- 
appointed. It is idle to suppose that the 
army will draw a single sword against the 
c6llective sense of the nation. Whatever 
may be the Duke of Wellington's sen- 
timents, (and a rumour is gone abroad, 
that his Grace's voice in the Cabinet turned 
the scale, on a late interesting division, 
where it was no glory to turn it!) he will 
not find his troops so ready to obey him, 
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when the charge is agaiBst British hosomsj 
and the word of commaad the signal for a 
general fratricide. The reapers will not 
go forth to such a Cadnuean harvest ! — Be- 
sides, the men themselves are no longer 
the same individuals that they were four 
years ago, flushed with conquest, and ine- 
briated with blood. Peaceably domicilia- 
ted among their friends, they have all this 
while been gradually collapsing into their 
civil character; and to a great degree, 
they have become amalgamated with the 
people. The press, also, must have had 
its necessary influence upon them; since a 
principal brapch of its circulation has been 
running among their immediate relatives 
and connexions. So that they cannot 
have escaped its contaminating effects, any 
more than the people ; although their 
habitual subjection to command, and their 
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ideas ever reverting to discipline, would 
naturally hold out a longer siege against 
the incursions of the poison. 

On no military movement, then, unsup- 
ported by the great class of the middle 
RANKS, can your Royal Highness place 
the least reliance, or hope from it the 
smallest advantage. Our salvation is in 
OURSELVES alone. We must effect the 
best issue that we can, to a contest no 
longer avoidable; and I hope. Sir, we 
shall not be slow, in this tremendous crisis, 
to rally round the fairest political edifice 
that ever yet human ingenuity raised up^ 
and mankind admired ! — I could place in a 
yet stronger light. Sir, the futility of trust- 
ing to your soldiers, without the counte- 
nance of your people: but, I think, I 
have done it sufficiently. 
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With a beating heart, I am now goings 
to touch upon a subject, which, when I sat 
down to address your Royal Highness I 
had determined not to disturb : but my feel- 
ings carry me away. I have heard, since 
I begdn this letter, that it is the fixed reso- 
lution of Ministers to make no concession 
upon THAT point. But it will be at their 
peril, Sir, so to disregard the voice of the 
people, and to confound it with radical 
clamourJ^ The Government, aiid those 

* Although ^ miiLture of jealousy and caution may 
be remarked in the following passage, it breathes too 
determined a resolution to vindicate the Rights of the 
People, to be silently overiooked. Will Ministers call 
"This Writer, also, a Radical ? 

*• If, in the repression of any meetings of the people 
for any object of Reform, wise or impracticable, their 
rights have been infringed, or any wrongs to individuals 
have been committed, I shall be amongst the first ^o 
. vindicate every redress which the laws can sanction, 
and shall be found at all times ready to resist the slight- 
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who judge it, are at issue upon many 
points, the canying of which would be of 
much more lasting political importance 
and benefit to the country: such are 
triennial parliaments, for instance, which I 
spoke of to Lord Hertford ; and the dis- 
frimchising of such boroughs as Gatton and 
Old Sarum, and such obnoxious anomalies 
as Corfe Castle; together with one or 
two other of the desirable ddenda of mode- 
rate reform. 

But all this, and ten times more than 

est encroachment upon the national freedom^ In such 
a case^fnistaken opinions^ or the grossest misconduct 
of individuals, ought to have no kind of effect to dis- 
appoint PUBLIC JUSTICE, nor to prevent the union of 
all classes to uphold the vital security of our liberties. 
I am not at all acquainted wit\k the details of this in- 
teresting and affecting subject, but in whatever shape 
I can be called upon to consider them, I shall be 

FULLY PREPARED TO DO MY DUTY." 

Preface to the Defence of the Whigs, 
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ever was asked, or expected, might ihow 
be conceded in vain. There is a bone of 
contentipn between the people and the 
Government, about which — with the ex- 
ception of the interested parties — there 
is but one prevailing opinion: and how- 
ever the timid, and those who hate ex- 
tremities,' may be disposed, to sacrifice 
against their consciences, the multitude 
is too much irritated ever to listen to tmy 
accommodation, short of the most signal 
justice. The pertinacity with which Minis- 
ters continue to refuse this, has brought 
all the mischief to a head : but it is a 
moral impossibility to elude it long. 

I will not trust myself with any remarks 
upon the temerity of your Royal High- 
ness's advisers in that business, nor the 
precipitancy with which their advice was 
followed. We absolve you. Sir, altoge- 
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ther, for your impeccability seals our lips : 
besides, we have a thorough conviction 
that the act was not your own. But the 
cry of the nation is too general, to be im- 
puneltf slighted; and the sooner your 
Royal Highness dissolves partnership with 
the present Men, the safer will it be for 
you, and the better for your people ! Let 
me not be misapprehended for an instant: 
I only speak in the anxiety of attachment ; 
those who are not acquainted with the 
radical press, as I am, can form no notion 
of the daring threats which are weekly 
levelled at your person and your life. To 
see and hear these, and be silent, would be 
compromising treason. 

If Administration, Sir, had only met 
that UNHAPPY ACCIDENT in a manly man- 
ner, or if they would even do so now, and 
evince a disposition to conciliate instead of 
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to domineer, it is incalculable what mise- 
ries they might spare the country. But I 
have received such intelligence lately of 
their determination to persist in this alien- 
ating conduct, that I look with the most 
despairing hopelessness at these obstinate 
and haughty men. They are the Jonases 
of tJie political storm : but I would recom- 
mend them to leap over-board, and swim 
for it, rather than wait for the deliverance 
of the whale. Or do they laugh to scorn 
the bitter hostilities which their own im- 
prudence has provoked, alike misappre- 
ciating the powers of an offended people, 
and the influence of a rebellious Press? 
They would be reckoning without their host. 
But, surely, if they are as well ijiformed, 
as they otight to be, of the vengeance 
which is daily denounced against them — 
unless their Olivers and iheix Castles have 
lulled them into a. false security — they 
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must b^n to feel the necessity of provid- 
ing for their escape. 

It would be unimportant, Sir, to in- 
sist upon the simple fact of their ««- 
popularity^ or even their inefficiency^ if 
the hatred which has been engendered by 
their mismanagement would fasten oniy 
fipan themselves. But it has lit up a 
feeling of blind and furious resentment, 
incapable of making nice distinctions be^ 
tween the employer and the employed; 
and which, in the first burst of its im- 
petuosity, may unhappily forget that " the 
King can do no wrong." Your, Royal 
Highness then, should separate from this 
fatal cabinet, which does but magnify your 
danger, and widen the breach between you 
and the people. The great mass of patient 
spectators, who are known to be well- 
affected to the Constitudbn, but have 
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hitherto declined to interfere between the 
Government and the Radicals, woidd de- 
clare themselves at once, and strangle 
Rebellion in its birth * 

It did not form any part of my original 
plan, in this appeal to your Royal Highness, 

* Let me not be understood as advocating abmbd 
BisiNGS, or military associations among tbe gentfy. 
They are not to be resorted to, under any pretence 
whatever ; and do but the more endanger the liberties, 
which they affect to defend. It is one of the extremest 
symptoms of an incurable state-malady, and the im- 
mediate forerunner of a political dissolution, 

• 
Nothing but a^enem/ madness ever produced a civil 

war, where there existed, as there does in this country, 

A Third Party strong enough to turn the 

SCALE. 

\ 
The wealth, the talent, and the respectability of the 

nation, have only to make ONE universal civil 

MOVEMENT, and they may dictate to the Oligarchs, 

and put down the Anarchs ! 
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intended mainly to rouse you from your ap- 
parent apathy, to speak so plainly of the 
Crown-servants, — Neither is it in bitter- 
mindedness, but from conviction that I con- 
demn them : — a convidtSon, SiR,founded on 
something stronger even than their official 
inadeqmjcy — the Determination of the 
People against them. This determi- 
nation it is in vain to resist : no people can 
be governed against its will. I am not 
speaking of the Radicals now, but of the 
whole collective nation : and if, contrary 
to its sense amd its willy your Royal High- 
ness allows t:hem to continue hy terror of 
armSy there is no calculating the extent of 
the bloodshed which is sure to follow. 
The spirit of freedom, Sir, is not repress- 
ible in English Ijosoms : and if ever an 
ARMED oligarchy arise among us, though 
the people may bear its iron yoke for a 
time, they will eventually wrest the sword 
from the hand of their oppressors. 
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A great nuny aigumentB might be ad- 
duced to proye that your Royal Highness 
can no longer associate with your present 
Ministry, without being held respcmsible 
for its proceedings : the disgrace and the 
danger will be reflective. But for monitory 
purposes, enough. — " It must always be,'* 
says Lord Erskine, '< a most hazardous 
conjuncture, when apowerful and populous 
nation is driren to resort, for its security, 
to the principles of liberty in the pure ab^ 
stractj without being able to refer to any 
precedent in its own history for safe 
guidance and direction." We have reach- 
ed this hazardous conjuncture; and we 
are standing' upon the veige of a preci- 
pice, down which — owing to the iWem- 
perance of a few individuals, and the 
injustice of a few others — ^if we do not 
raMy and wdte on the instant, vf$ 
shall be dashed with an exterminating 
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"laotisMt 67 tit6 hand ofmuciQcal R#- 

TbeseceMion of Ministotf^ andthe mter- 
foenoe ofkhe mibdoue iEt;Xj(VK9^aKaiBA(me sate 
ID from destruction* ijet Afixislers, then, 

* Using, 90 fireqaeatly as I do, the ttrms^li^former 
, jmd Radical JtefarmeTf I have one observation to make, 
in justice to a large body of men, whom! should be 
sorry to misrepresent : I mean, the more violent, but 
^anscieniiaus advocates of 9i reot-^akd-braneh remedy, 
in which I cannot acquiesce. 

Yet, with whiftever iobjeotias& I tmy xe^ii their 
^keanif, and however I ,^aU act cease tp' dfpiKcate 
evulrive and e^rfff^o^orj^ measures ; I would on no ac- 
count mix them up with those revolutionary demagogwss, 
whose object is too plain to be mistaken. 

I/Ura-radkal^is the nicer mea&iiig of 4fae iteu'; and 
i» that fease I;9esireits^ceepta^%^h<^ev,er i^occiirs 
cou^pled with |;^ad principles. For it ^ipplies lonly to 
those mercileM and Spencean innovators, whom I shall 
shortly present in their own colours. 
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make a virtue of necessity; for, if tliey will 
not go out of their own accord, the whole 
country will rise up, and demand their dis- 
missal. , They have fprfi^ted^ the confidence 
of the people; and to continue them in 
place after this forfeiture^ will not only be 
of personal peril to your Royal Highness j 
butit M^il^.endai|^(^i; TjHR vei^x pq^rrii^AL 

EXISTENCE OF THE THRONE ITSELF. 



THE END. 
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, STATE OF THE RADICAL PRESS. 

THE incredible circulation of seditious writings among 
the lower orders off aocr the kingdom, the dangerous 
avidity with which they are caught at by the simple and 
uneducated> and the undeniable general ascendancy and 
popularity of anarchical principles^ is one of the worst 
features of th^e present times. 

That I may not, however, be thought the dissemina* 
tor of needless alarms, J shall now proceed to give a few 
Extracts from the writings of the Radical Reformers ; 
from which it will sufficiently appear whether, or not, 
we should ~be justified^ in viewing the proceedings of 
such men with indifference. 

If If for one, were not satisfied that the mischief is 
now ripe fer bursting ; and that we must look our danger 
in the face, or be blotted, and that speedily, from poU- 
ticai existence; I would liave kept back the revolting 
picture ! But we must not deceive ourselves, nor be 
diceived, any longer. 

If the following exposition does not alarm the Middle 
Jlanks ifUo a saving attitude, there is no hope that any 
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thqumcecan rouse tbem frbm their devoted apathy : bat 
they must die oi> the ihreeholds which ^they have not the 
spirit to dq^d f 



EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
THE RADICAL REFOiRMERS. 

'* Indeed, Mr. Editor, at the iall of our ty- 
rants, we must have a far mo;re extensive rummage 
into social rightSy a more general search after national 
property, than Mr. Cobbett seems willing to talk aboat^ 
(though I do not suspect that it is out of any regard for, 
or to leave himself at liberty to make terms at any fi^* 
tare period with either faction) at that. time; however 
the '' Regiment,'' or their supporters, may ,1 wist about 
or curvet, however they may cry aloud, and bellow 
conspiracy, treason, rebellion, and *' flagrant civil wary'* 
WE know WHO the rebels have be&n agaifist the majesty 
OF the people, their rights, liberties, and property: 
— WHO have mulct them of the wages of hire, and re- 
4uced them to a 'f^orse than Egyptian bondage, and that 
have kept them so for twice four hundred years. 

*' We must look into the cofiers of the descendants of 
our forefathers' oppressors . for plundered wealth ; we 
must look at the land-leviathans' hoards, extorted by e^ 
eessive rentals charged upon their sweating industrious 
tenantry ;—tt;e must examine title deeds; we must know 
by what right, socialy natural, or diciney iltey became pas- 
sessed of one or other part of the property they hold; and 
should they rend the air with their waitings after any 
unjustly accumulated store, still at a breaking up of an 
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m^evsed's^item of exdifsion luid pirtTilage, Justics 
MV3T BE THE Obd£& OF THE. DAY. They may 
cry aloud to the property-mongers^ the Mammon wor- 
shippers of the land^ and the town and country gentry^ 
that cling round the felling system^ as the miser hugs, in 
the agonies of death, the precious darling gold to his 
breast, and thinks diat tl^e only source of happiness ; 
bat it will not all do : if these show any disposition to 
join the unhallowed band, to ^' fight for thdr prcpcrty,** 
B^ a rich man (a mistaken patriot) once said they toouUy 
they must even share the fate qf their compamons. If 
they will tempt the people after oppressing them, tile. 
despoU will only have themselves to thank for what they 
may suflfer; as they had an opportunity npou nwderak^ 
terms to prevent the punishment submitted.''— Medusa,. 
Nq. 10, Vol L p»74, 75. 

^' It would be worse than madness ; it would be a>to 
de $e of liberty, and an act of despotism to unborn thou- 
sands of millions of the human race, at a breaking up of 
^ system which supports a horde of great and petty /y« 
ratits, to dispose of the national property which then 
woiMfaU into the people's hands, again in perpetuity, 
amongst the then escisting inhabitant^ of the land— it 
0^ghtito remain national. domain, 

^^No, no; friend Cobbett, Itm) believe, would not 
^ree that mt^ one should be allowed to cater or carve for 
tie people, if xvhen plenty comes brfore them, thet toould 
iM^^amg^/'— Medusa, No. U, Vol.1. p.Bg. 

" Bat why do I say royalty^ Is there any dtam in the 
name ? *Tis sickening ; and when we reflect on a great 
nation submitting U> be governed by it, I cannot help 
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uboUthed, and Hberty and ^quoUiy instituted in ifs^ .^d 

— ^W£ SHALL THEN BE FREEMBK AND VO LOH^^R 

slaves/'— Medusa, No, 26, VolLp.QOS. 

'' I send you the above as a sample of Rotal Pluit- 
DiasRs (the seven sons of hit Maj<esty !) and hope tjl^ 
the eyes of the people will soon be open sufficiently yri^e 
to discover the cheats practised on them by THAT IJ^- 
FERNAL TRIO— -KINGS, priest^, and NOBiLixy!** 
-hMedusa, Jfo. 32, Vol. L p. 256. 

" If ever it was the duty of Britons to resort to the .use 
09 ARMS to recover their freedom, suid huAvengeanceixffn 
the. heads of their .(j/roit^f, it i^ nocv/^-i-DsifiOCRATJ^c 
Recorder, ^0. l.j>. )• ,-^ 

'< With r<99peOt'tp the charge of infiai|iiiig the tn^nds of 
our fellow-country men (not /elhw^subje^f tor recoU^» 
.Sir, that the Feeble of this country are subject tq.^ 
#Aw^ but the laws which have been justly enacted^ jl, 
for one, and perhaps one of those alluded to, am provK^^pf 
. die charge, and feel it a duty to stir up the o^p^d 
against their oppressors, for in that situation do I con- 
ceive the People of this country to be . placed, with ris- 
spect to their rulers, by usurpation ; and to express my 
.cipinion, that no means can be considered T90 dabjno, 
if prudent, to effect such a hudahk purposeJ' -;• J'^ftE 
KE^VBhKiAV, No^.S^VoL I. p.'§^, 69. ; .Jr 

** The time surely wiU cpme, when we shall Iwi^^m 
opportunity of bringing justice on their heads, or, was.it 
not for ihis hOpe, /, for finCf, Aould deem it prudent ^o 
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I 

€9ii6eo\e kini ttSmnary xvey, as \t\ey Ac their viihiiiiou9 

^ flCts> WITBOVT EBOAB D TO TBTE LA*W»*'— ThB ReFOI* 

liCAK, ATo. 4, Pb/.I. jp. 51. • • . ^ / 

*' An opportunity h^s been offered you. Sir, to make .• 

' joiirsetf enfinently useful in rescuing tnanfrotaa his prtfsent y 

degraded condition; you have neglect,ed that oppoTtu- • "11''' 
' nity, and, in so ^ttg, you have degra^d yoursfff in Mc. 4 \ 
' ^'' ^ ^^^ good men, and you will finally become, whkt ^ 

many Princes hare been beifore you— the victim of j\ 

MISRULE.'^— The RkvxfMLicAV^ ATd. 5^ VoL 1. 1>; 7 1. - 

** In sWt, until a r^rmoHm fakes phoe, your Royal 
Highness cannot rise in the morning with a ceirtai/ity of 
reiainmg your auCk&rity tiU ni^f^'^TBR Cap of ^ 
Liberty, No. $, Vol. I. p. 35, 

*' We would therefcre caution tbie inhabi^tsf ofEngland 
not to sbmberon their posts rhvit if an att^npt be mside to 
wrest from us these our remaining Liberties^ and that at- 
tempt be sanctioned by the Prince, to immediately prote 
to the world that the spirit whieh conducted a Ch AUbEsVo 
the ^scaffold, msLy again be successlully exerted to subdue^a 
fiiore deliberate, and consequently a more guilty X^* 
rawt!'^ — Ibid. p. 38. * • 

** Thus we see that nothing is to be esfpected unless by 
k manly Declaration throughout the Couptry, that the Peo- 
ple will no longer be the dupes of* a set of rapacious vU- 
laiWt and that if the ■ - sanctions their attempts to 
aw^llow up in die whirlpool of a military despotism 
ifftpresctiptible rights and Uberties of England, he fcfffei 
the respect which is due to ht$ high offi^al shuadob, and 

I ■ 
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miKt slibrtly .expect, not ^fy to rengh h^aidkarity, feut 
alsojD appear at *bb bar oF^iai qouktut^ to an« 
swer the. charge of high treasoi^ against the People. 
We musfr once mor« express our marked dislike and ilis- 
appr^atiOn of th<r ttrord subject^ which is bat another 
term for slave ;. and yet there is scarcely an Address flrom 
any of the Public Meetings of the Reformers, that has not 
at eirery other line, "His Majesty's Subjects.*' This 
is so extremely 9ervile, that we mosi earnestly recommend 
the Reformers to drop it altogether. We really think, 
after weighing every thing attentively in our mind, that 
the sine qua nan must eventually be a resort to — on 
""the part of the People ; and the Juror would be a trai* 
TOR TO HIS COUNTRY who would say that the People 
in s\id:i esse xvere guilty of treason! 

'* Iftlie Prince continues to heap wrongs and insults upon 
the people when thpy ask for redress, who. are support- 
ing his whole family by the sweat of their brow, as pqu^ 
pers upon the ndfion, he must expect to see, ere he closes 
his eyes upon the world, a — — elevated .upon the 
palace at WHITEHALL 1"~The Cap of Liberty, 
No. 6, VoLI.p.95t 96. 

The Radicals have here witnessed for themselves ; 
and does their testimony require a comment ? It is not the 
simple overthrow of Government that will satisfy these 
m^ : they must have a general partition of private pro- 
perty: — universal, indiscriminate, relentless PILLAGE! 

I could multiply these extracts ad infinitum, but I have 
answered my present purpose. The *' Briton," from 
which. I have not quoted, and the " Medusa," directly 
advocate assassination : and the whole catalogue, which I 
annex; breathes the same levelling and revolutionary 
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spick. They hold one creed of blasphemy, treason, 
and FtUNDSR ! 

The ** RfipuBLicAlf " alone, is supposed to average, 
weekly, from sixteen to ttvefity thousand copies : all its 
feUow-prints haye a most extensive and hourly increasing 
sale; and new publications,, advocating the same prindr 
pks, are constantly starting up. 

Shocked, fatigued, and disgusted, I throw aside my 
pen, but not my anxiety: — to resume it ere long, if the 
importance of my present communication shall not be dis- 
regarded by THE COUNTRY. 
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List of the principal Metropolitan fVeekly 
Publications^ which advocate Blasphemy^ 
Treason^ and Anarchy * 



1 .— Th e Me d u s a ; or, Penmf Politician. Established 
thirty-five weeks : Davison, publisher, 10, Duke-street, 
Smithfield. 

2. — ^The Theological and Political Comet; 
or. Free-thinking Englishman . Thirteen weeks : Shorter, 
publisher, 49, Wych-street, Strand. 

3. — The London Alfred ; or, People's Recorder* 
Nine weeks : Davis on, publisher. Duke-street, Smithfield. 

4.— The Briton. Four weeks: Turner, publisher, 
170, Aldersgate-street. 

5.— The Republican. Eight weeks: Carlile, 
publisher, 55, Fleet-street. 

• I will not attempt to present the public with a Catalogue 
Raisonnie of these writers : it would occupy too many pages. 
The '* Gorgon " has been discontinued ; but the " Deist '* 
and the «' Bl€u:k Book" appear every fortnight. The inter- 
jectional notes, in this latter work, are of unparalleled atro- 
city, 

I have abstained, in the foregoing pages, from any remarks 
upon our financial embarrassments, absorbed as I have been 
in the contemplation of our civil difficulties. But the two 
together present an awful picture ; and ought to unite all 
good men, in the great work of NATIONAL SALVA- 
TION and REFORM !! I 
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6.— Thb Radical Rbform«r;. or, the Peoples Ad- 
vocate. Five weeks: Masok; publishef^ 2\, Clerken- 
well-green/ •». . . ,* . a m: . 

7. — The Democratic .Recor1)er, omf Jfe/^'W^' 
Ouidt. lliree weeks: Dolbv/ publisher. Strand.' 

8. — ^The Cap of Liberty. Six weeks: Davison, 
publisher, 10, Duke-street, Smithfield. 

9.— The White Hat. One week: Tcy^o^)« pub- 
lisher, 67, Whiteehapel High-street^' ^ *- /. 
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Marcnaat, Printer, 
Ingramopourty Fenchurch*StrecU 
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